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NAMRU-SA research dentist, Lt. Cmdr. . Jeffery Hoyle, demonstrates the casting of a dental mold with 
silicone pressure material during his presentation at the Joel C. Harris Academy Middle School Career Day 
in San Antonio, Texas. (Photo courtesy of Ms. Amy Plazek) 


NAMRU-SA Research Dentist Piques 
Interest of San Antonio Students 
During Career Day 


SAN ANTONIO - Naval Medical Research Unit San Antonio (NAMRU-SA) research dentist, 
Lt. Cmdr. Jeffery Hoyle inspired students and raised awareness about career paths in Navy 
Medicine during his talks to five classes of middle school students at the Joel C. Harris Academy 
in San Antonio, Texas, Nov 16. 
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NAMRU-SA Public Affairs: Tell us about your experience at the Joel C. Harris Academy 
Career Day? 


Collaboration, Research and 
Development Leads to Acquisition 
Excellence Award for Fielding of a 
Device 


Hoyle: “It was an amazing experience and opportunity to bring a view of Navy Medicine to such 
a richly diverse group of youth. The students were enthusiastic and engaged, and the teachers 
and school administration were welcoming. I spoke with about 150 students spread out across 
the five classes. Each session continued to grow in the number of students with my last talk 
having 50 students in attendance. It seems that word of mouth spread and more students wanted 
to meet the Navy dentist.” 


NAMRU-2 Scientists Highlight Ongoing 
Dengue Research in Cambodia at 
ASTMH 

NAMRU-6 Researcher Shows What Next 
Generation Sequencing Technologies 
Can Do 


NAMRU-SA Public Affairs: What did you present to the Joel C. Harris Academy students 
to pique their interests? 


NAMRU-2 Scientists Highlight Ongoing 
Dengue Research in Cambodia at 
ASTMH 


Hoyle: “A career day is still a great way to inspire and broaden students’ perspective about their 
future. I was armed with a full program that included a hands-on project with photos of dental 
and maxillofacial injuries and disease.” 

NAMRU-SA Public Affairs: What did you show the students in the hands-on project? 


NMRC-A Researchers Collaborate with 
Malaysian Partners to Better 
Understand the Threat of MERS 

The Mosquito Fighters, Part IX: 
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Hoyle: “I demonstrated the casting of a dental mold with silicone pressure material and they had 
a great time with the molds. They could directly relate that to an experience at the dentist but now 


NAMRU-2 Researcher Presents Rare 
Case study of Dengue Infection at 




had a better understanding of the material seienee. Plus, it was fun to make. 

I also showed slides from a reeent deployment, photos of life on a Navy ship, a few videos, and a 
video telling the reeovery story of the youngest living Medal of Honor reeipient, Cpl. Kyle 
Carpenter who had been wounded by an exploding grenade while proteeting a fellow Marine in 
Afghanistan. I shared my personal eonneetion to the story beeause I was part of the maxillofaeial 
medieal team at Walter Reed that helped rebuild his teeth after faeial trauma.” 

NAMRU-SA Public Affairs: How did the students respond to Cpl. Carpenter’s recovery 
story and your role as a member of his medical team? 

Hoyle: “The students were so moved by his story and wanted to know more about how they eould 
make a differenee in military serviee, healtheare and researeh eareers, and humanitarian serviee. 
We diseussed what it takes to eontribute in positive ways — hard work, dedieation, passion, foeus 
— and how the students might be able to work toward that in healtheare and military settings. I 
had several students approaeh me after elass and tell me, T want to be a dentist ‘or T want to be a 
Marine’. From that, and the many smiles and thank-you’s I reeeived, I hope we made a 
differenee in their lives and introdueed them to Navy Medieine as a possible eareer path.” 

NAMRU-SA Public Affairs: Why are career days and other student engagement events 
important for NAMRU-SA’s participation? 

Hoyle: “I believe NAMUR-SA, as a part of Navy Medieine, shares a responsibility with other 
organizations in the eommunity to support the aeademie and eareer development of the rising 
generation. It is our opportunity to inspire our youth, to invite them to develop their skills and 
talents and to dream big. And by exposing our youth to eareers in Navy Medieine, Navy 
Medieine wins, too. In the long run, we find the best talent among diverse groups and attraet that 
talent to join us to help meet our mission to provide world elass eare, anytime, anywhere for our 
Marines and Sailors.” 
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